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EIP-AGRI: European Innovation Partnership for Agricultural Productivity and
Sustainability

Launched by the European Commission in 2012

Aim - stimulate and speed up innovation in agriculture, while making it more
sustainable and productive (agriculture, forestry and rural areas)

How - closing the innovation gap between research and practice
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Closing the innovation gap between research and practice by:

using the interactive innovation model in projects (under CAP and Horizon
programme)

linking actors via the EU CAP Network (previously EIP-AGRI Network)



) EU CAP
ETWORK

NATIONAL

CAP
NETWORKS

9 CAP

OBJECTIVES EU CAP
+1 cross-cutting ETWORK

LONG-TERM IMPACTS OF RESEARCH & INNOVATION
UNDER HORIZON EUROPE CLUSTER 6

RESEARCH NEEDS RESEARCH

PRACTICE Horizon Programmes

Kl .
CAP Strategic Plans s

Thematic networks
» EIP Operational Groups Advisory networks
» Preparation

Thematic networks
« Implementation

built on OGs
* Innovation support services
* Advisory services

OBJECTIVE

IDEAS TO TEST

UNIQUE EU KNOWLEDGE REPOSITORY
OF CONTACTS AND PRACTICE ABSTRACTS
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Bottom-up approach to innovation
focusing on actual needs from farmers, foresters or rural
communities that require an innovative solution

Complementary knowledge

bringing together partners with different expertise (multi-
actor approach)
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Co-creating and co-deciding
all along the project, from the beginning to the end
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Farmers /
foresters

| Collaboration between

Agri different types of actors who

s U bring the complementary
O'IEO'E;Q%ELI knowledge — scientific,
Groups practical, technological,
digital and more — needed
/ \ to develop the innovative

solution the project aims for

Researchers NGOs
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EIP-AGRI Operational Groups (OGs) projects are part of the EIP-
AGRI and so they are based on the interactive innovation model

OGs are focusing on needs from practice and bring together partners with
complementary knowledge, co-deciding and co-creating all along the project

Innovative solutions that are ready to implement in practice, fostering a quicker
uptake of solutions by practice

OGs may be based on new practices, but also on traditional practices in a new
geographical or environmental context

OGs disseminate summaries of plans and results of their projects - in particular
through national and European CAP Networks

OGs may act at national and at transnational (including cross-border) level
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As a partner (lead partner or not) — an opportunity to:

Find a solution for challenges or opportunities existing in their (daily) practice, while
benefiting from CAP funding

Have an active role and a voice as part of the project development
Work side-by-side with researchers and other types of actors / experts
Increase knowledge on technical matters but also on soft skills, among others

Learn about other existing solutions that are complementary / have synergies with their
own situation

Enlarge their network, get to know / collaborate with relevant stakeholders — become part
of a national and EU-wide network

Farmers, foresters and advisors can also be involved in other ways: testing / uptaking
project solutions, as part of an advisory / consulting ‘board’, sub-contracted, ambassadors,
participating in networking activities, etc.
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Keywords (both programming periods)

Plants and horticulture Pest/dise...

1269
Competitiveness

Biodiversity Circular ...

1051 956
Animal husbandry Supply chain

622
Equipment

460
1043 836 Forestry
Animal welfare Climate change

239
Energy

201



https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/fd14fcf8-a50b-4c43-af4e-57b09f5df7a4/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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CAP IMPLEMENTATION

CAP IMPLEMENTATION
CONTACT POINT

INNOVATION & KNOWLEDGE
EXCHANGE | EIP-AGRI

SUPPORT FACILITY
INNOVATION & KNOWLEDGE
EXCHANGE | EIP-AGRI

COMMUNICATION & EVENTS SUPPORT

EVALUATION

EVALUATION
HELPDESK
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CAP EUROPE Innovation Consortium
18 organisations from 15 Member States

Mixed types of organisations:
> Public Agencies
> Research Institutes
> Universities
> Non-governmental Organisation
> Private Non-profit Organisations
> Small & Medium Enterprises




) EU CAP
ETWORK

HELPDESK

A

FOCUS GROUPS

WORKSHOPS, SEMINARS
& CONFERENCES

CROSS-VISITS & BROKERAGE ACTIVITIES

lll |

Connecting farmers, researchers, advisors,
businesses, environmental groups,
consumer interest groups and other NGOs

ONLINE &
PRINTED PUBLICATIONS

DATABASES

Funding opportunities
Research needs from practice
Experts
Good practices
Finding partners
Innovative projects
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QO EIP-AGRI Newsletter

O EU CAP Newsletter

Press articles

O EU CAP social media

O EU CAP website

European events
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January

Workshop on
“Proximal and
remote sensing
in agriculture
and forestry”
27-28 January

2026

February

Workshop on
National
Networking for
Innovation and
knowledge
exchange
11-12 February

Brokerage event
25-26 February

March

Seminar on
“Innovative
tools for
advisors”
19-20 March

Subgroup on
Innovation &
Knowledge
Exchange

April

2nd meetings

Focus Groups 56, 57 and 58

Workshop on
“Adapting to
climate change:
new market
opportunities
through crop
alternatives”
22-23 April

EU CAP NETWORK PRESENTATION

May

Conference on
“Water
resilience”
19-21 May

June

3 cross-visits

Subgroup on
Innovation &
Knowledge
Exchange
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Focus Groups Cross-visits

Take stock of a specific topic, explore practical Enable peer-to-peer learning and knowledge

and innovative solutions to problems or exchange on the innovations that the involved

opportunities projects address allowing a deeper
understanding of their innovations, identifying

Discuss and document research findings and synergies and complementaries between

good examples and identify implications for future projects, and providing further inspiration to

research activities that will help solve practical participants for future collaborations

problems in the sector.

3 Focus Groups 3 Cross-visits

20 experts Around 20 participants

2 face-to-face meetings (1,5 days each) One face-to-face meeting (1,5 days)
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FG ‘Forestry and forest
health: new and emerging
pests and diseases’

1t meeting :19-20
November 2025

PN L e e RS O
FG Innovative and sustainable
ways to strengthen the role of
farmers in revitalising the
European wool value chain’

15t meeting 27-28 November
2025

EU CAP NETWORK PRESENTATION

FG Innovative on-farm
energy production
systems’

1t meeting: 12-13
November in Dublin


https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-groups-innovation-knowledge-exchange-and-eip-agri/focus-group-forestry-and-forest-health-new-and-emerging-pests-and-diseases
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-groups-innovation-knowledge-exchange-and-eip-agri/focus-group-innovative-farm-energy-production-systems
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-groups-innovation-knowledge-exchange-and-eip-agri/focus-group-innovative-and-sustainable-ways-strengthen-role-farmers-revitalising-european-wool
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Workshop

Seminar/conference

Bring together innovation stakeholders to share and disseminate
innovative approaches and practices, and exchange knowledge

3 Workshops

80 experts each
Face-to-face meetings (1,5
days each)

1 or 2 seminars/
conferences

from100 to 300 participants
Face-to-face meetings (1,5
to 2,5 days)

EU CAP NETWORK PRESENTATION

Brokerage event

Support the preparatory work to

respond to the Horizon Europe
call

1 brokerage event

80 participants
Face-to-face meetings (1,5
days)



EU CAP NETWORK PRESENTATION

Suggest a new topic

for which a Focus Group, workshop,
seminar, or publication
could help spark innovation!

Suggest a new topic
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https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/ideas_for_EIPagri_activities
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* By requesting the word document and source files to the
communication team through a dedicated form

* No layout support is offered by the EU CAP Network support units

the EU CAP Network Communication Team
will get in touch with you!


https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/ideas_for_EIPagri_activities
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/EUCAPNetworkPrintPublications
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Social media accounts

> Facebook — @EU CAP Network
> Twitter - @eucapnetwork

> LinkedIn - @EU CAP Network

> YouTube - EU CAP Network

> Official hashtags
#EUCAPNetwork
#BloomTogether

#Hhashtags
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EU CAP Network website - part dedicated to Innovation & E— '»_ -

knowledge exchange | EIP-AGRI ﬁ
\ % /

EIP-AGRI Focus Groups (58)

" EIP-AGRI Innovation Awards
2024 for Oper (l lonal Groups

EIP-AGRI events - seminars, workshops, brokerage events,
field visits — here

Research needs from practice — search under ‘Publications’,
the latest here

Publications - Agrinnovation magazines, brochures, factsheets, e
reports from events and focus groups — here
.\LSJ Livad m

i~ fa Vot oty (Vi

Press articles - website (under ‘News’ here) & newsletter il = T

Monthly newsletters - Innovation & Knowledge Exchange | EIP-
AGRI + EU CAP Network



https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/support/innovation-knowledge-exchange-eip-agri_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/support/innovation-knowledge-exchange-eip-agri_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/support/innovation-knowledge-exchange-eip-agri_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/support/innovation-knowledge-exchange-eip-agri_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-groups_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/upcoming_en?f%5B0%5D=focus%3A3
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/publications/research-needs-practice-2024_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/publications/search_en?f%5B0%5D=focus%3A3
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/news/search_en?f%5B0%5D=focus%3A3
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/newsletters/our-newsletters_en

EU CAP NETWORK PRESENTATION

—uropean Union How do you know? v

%ET%SRK @ English Search Search

EU CAP Network News and events Networking Projects and practice ~ Themes Resources

Home > EIP-AGRI Project D o ) , x
Inspirations and ideas Projects
Evaluation Knowledge Bank About FIP-AGRI nrojects

Filter results
Evaluation practices EIP-AGRI project database

Free text search
About good practices Practice abstracts

Enter keyword :

Good practice database Operational Groups (0Gs)

lissions

m Honzon Europe

©  Outdoor horticulture and woody crops (incl. viticulture, olives, fruit, ornamentals), Pest/disease control in plants (+2)
Project Keywords v

40 59 E I P-AG RI Project Type ~
H EIP-AGRI OPERATIONAL GROUP | COMPLETED
O peratlo n al G rou pS Main funding source v Manure treatment by Udar highlighted in livestock cycle
(O G S ) Horizon Project Type o Innovation, knowledge exchange & EIP-AGRI
B . /projects/search_en ©  Animal husbandry, Animal welfare (+2) ® Netherlands
23 October 2025

Access here:

@ Netherlands




4912 PAs EIP-AGRI
Operational Groups
(OGs)

23 October 2025

999 PAs from OGs
text search under “soil”

) Grupos Op X livenetpro, X

< (& 25 eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/projects/search_en i ¢

B cu-cap-ne X
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M cu-capne X | M eu-capne X | M eu-capne X | M FocusGro X I Projects| X e - o

@} Verify it's you

B An official website of the European Union  How do you know? v
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EU CAP Network News and events

Home

Pre¢

Inspirations and ideas

Evaluation practices

About good practices

Filte Good practice database
Free te
Enter keyword

—
*ps://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/projects/practice-abstracts/search_en

2 == Q Search

Access here:

@ English Search Search
Networking Projects and practice ~ Themes Resources
X

Projects EIP-AGRI project database

About EIP-AGRI projects Search by project

Practice abstracts Search by practice abstract

Operational Groups (OGs)

Horizon Europe

‘nce and

markKert-ariven aciors Iin tne iaying nen ana otner nvestock
sectors.

>
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Monthly newsletters

EU CAP Network

Subscribe here
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View this email in your browser | Unsubscribe

Innovation and knowledge

exchange | EIP-AGRI Newsletter
March 2025

Inspirational ideas

Growing green through winter:
the success of Austria's organic
vegetable initiative

In Austria, the Operational Group ‘Further development
of organic winter vegetables’ has found that site-specific
strategies and robust crop varieties ensure high yields
without heating. Winter vegetables are ecologically and

i i ing CO2 emissit and

costs.

Read more

Increasing farmers’
competitiveness: BioBased
Innovations Garden

Discover the BioBased Innovations Garden in the

a ion farm which the
growing need for i i i that
h soil and crop ili It also

offers space and possibilities to develop new value
chains and ications within the bi



https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/newsletters/our-newsletters_en
https://90b87de2.sibforms.com/serve/MUIEAHMeJiHMSu7ZaQvy00jDd0JYH3M266Qrw_c2snctAjMSA-pCE_p0cFsfASwx17gdYLTAkw-0fvbfvnsxz4TqRvelOR__L5QUznYU7krBROfCoK5ArpAQiw8D2uVVokOrktnuc5UI4myOCbw9w8893b4splj-sEqjwLu_pgKRIL-HCiMmJCi-3SuUFjX90Gq-YkFOp95qJZkM
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Empowering rural women innovafors across Europe
GRASS CEILING project establishes living lobs for rural women innovators in nine countries and strives for gender

equolity in'rural ond agricultural innovation systems

The Horizon Europe GRASS CEILING project seeks to empawer rurol

womenondincreose the nuhr:erdvmmm leudlng SOcic- ecologicol
i, rural

These innavations aim to find solutn)ns to sacml chulleltlﬁ:s while

has estoblished multi-octor Imng Iabs in nine countries: Grontm.
Irelond, Italy. Lithuonio, Norway. Scatlond, Spain, Sweden ond the
Netherlands.

Ineach of tl\ese cwntns the project, pm‘h\ers bring tagether rurol
ob corleads and

Through thes living labs, hers willal lyse the current
position of women regarding megatrends in Euro| zan ogriculture
and rurol oreos. This vnﬂ he?p them to understm the drivers ond
enoblers for  and
support needzd ot Member State and EU level.

During 2024 and in 2025, GRASS CEILING is also develaping an
anling forum where women can wark on innovotions in response to
sacio-gcological challenges ond strengthen the r:skence of rural
areos. The aim of the forum s to mobi

with reseorch. These living lobs prowid ity to network,

apul.vmv

share experiences ond acquire the necessurg y skils for innowation
ond for ochieving the socio-ecalogical transition. At the same time,
each living lab trains between sb: ond eight women on haw to lead
innovation living labs. With this expertise. the women in the Imng
lob establish a network for shunnq know|ed9e by capturing an:

Vesno Joki¢ is o Crogtian entrepreneur who is porticipating in
the project’s living lob in Crootio. She produces islond souvenirs
by pracessing sheep waol thot is oftzn abandoned in the fields of
the island of Cres. For Vesna, the project is ug' t opportunity to
network withinnovative Croation women’ and she behieves that the
biggest benefit of the GRASS CEILING project is ‘the exchange of
knawledge. especially of solutions to lgm e many obstocles we

on adaily bosis.”

The living labs organise closed cooching sessions with women os
well os multi-octor sessions with women ond relevant Agriculturol
Knowledge and Innovotion Systems (AKIS) octors. GRASS CEILING
will record progress muﬁe hg these women innciators through in-
depthcoss ohout the type
of support they need. The outcomes can be, putinto practice when
working with ogri-rural women innovators.

Laura Palo, o Spanish paultry farmer, highlights the impartance
of GRASS CEILING in uvndlng an important woy for the voices
of rurol women to be heard. She is ane of the porticipants in the
wEumsh Living Lab ond is an initiolly self-tought entrepreneur

0 later troined in agriculture and ivestock farming to set up her
hen form. Laura soys she hos met other women in the sector with
similar rroblems ond sharing their experiences helps them to find
joint salutions. “We must continue to enhance the wisiility of rurcl
wnme; We are grodually moking pragress, but there is stll much
tobe done.”
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Innovation, Knowlg;a éxehange | EIP- AGRI
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Crop associations lncludlng Milpa und
protein crops

How to integrate crop associations into existing cropping systems and farm landscapes
to increase farm resilience and efficient use of natural resources while reducing the

dependency on external inputs?

Europ pping sy are domi by

end fo AR

fvequentiy bused on cereuls or gmsslands (>60%
crop sequences). This simplification, based on a

Add value to crop association produce, to increase economic
viability.

Intreduce crop assaciation practices gradually, using proctices
that provide ‘stepping stones’in the tronsition from mono:rops

small number of high-input I , has Seekaut existing knawled:
d towards envi | degradation using sgstmnh‘cseurch s!rwtegnes
and biodi y losses in agri landscap Success fuctuls aflmplemunhng crop nssnclutmﬂs mcluded their
Crop iations not only it crop di y educing
within a fleld and provide resources for vnder mcreuslng income from subsdues using lond mare efficiently, and
biodi y, butalsoi spreading the workload hout the year. Agronamic,

r:gulme pests and dlseusesrnutumllu increase sml
fertility, and reduce pollution through less use of
pesticide and fertiliser inputs.

ecanomic, ond secial barriers to uptake included the perceived od-
ditional complexity of monaging diversified cropping systems, and
potentiolly higher costs and lobour, leoding to some reluctance to

invest effort when retuns are uncertain.

Th SEr— pon Crop g
ingMilpa and pratei * which oimed! be chall
of crop assacintions ond encourage their uptoke. included novel
wogsto:

Mechanise crop ossociations by making use of existing equip-

ment, with machinery adoptations as and where needed, ond

Isobytoppinginto the practicol experiences of others engoged Joshoa Finch,
in crop mechanisation. Expart at tha EU CAP Network Focus Group

Adapt breedlng ond vnnetg tesﬁng s:hema m ossess mmng
ability that ollow

varieties.
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Competitive and resilient mountain areas

Which innovative approaches and innovations linked to agriculture, forestry and the
bioeconomy can foster the competitiveness and the socio-economic and environmental
resilience of mountain areas and their communities?

Mountain communities face significant

tal, mcietol. i und ', y chall
which render th d soci vnlner-
able, as well as fmgila AFocus| Group of 20 experts
has looked for innovative ways for mountain areas

to remain competitive and resilient in the long term.

Th from th A

mountoin areas’ ore:

The most promising opportunities in mountain orecs are the
growing morketsfo specilsed local riche products,the high
quality of in products,

0 quiet ond remote enviranment, green core and social fnmnng
octivities, the existence of beoutiful londscapes, unique biodi-
versity, ond a range of further common goods, as well as living
traditions and histaric buildings.

Agriculture, forestry and the bioecanomy in mountain areas
operate in o complex and dynamic human-noture system, and
long-term and transformative solutions ore needed t increase
resilience ot the regionol level

along-

SRR SR

by the lack of scale in terms of population ond industriol base,
and the distance from economic partners und centres of con-
sumption, which makes the difus ST
more difficult.

Finolly, the drivers for innovators and the public palicies to guide
innovation ore, as yet, not fully understood. In mdcv to unlock this
knowledge, th

factors that ore responsible for the suur.asai\d implementotion of
innovations in mountain areas, in terms of crganisation, strategic

ing ond other resourcs.

Juan Antonio Lézare,
Expert ot the EL CAP Network Focus Group
‘Competithe and resibent meuntain oreos’
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4  Circular solutions for on-form
7. water mandgement |

7 /
12 Reusing tréted waiter from
‘ngri-food industries ot farm level
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5 Sustainable management of natural 20 Climate change mitigations
resources in farming practices and adaptation

10 Business models in food supply chains

15 Animal welfare and husbandry

nded by
the European Union
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Publications on Innovation
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EIP-AGRI CHALLENGE

WOMEN-LED INNOVATIONS IN
AGRICULTURE AND RURAL AREAS

EIP-AGRI CHALLENGE

COMPETITIVE AND RESILIENT
MOUNTAIN AREAS

eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu

Fa

PPl 4 002/226 O B & [ OO0 3 > Pl ¢ 004/245
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3 reasons to apply for the : EIP-AGRI Challenge: : EIP-AGRI Challenge: Crop
2025 EU CAP Network cros... Regenerative agriculture for... associations including Milp...

—
——
—_———— e

EIP-AGRI Challenge: Women- : EIP-AGRI Challenge: : Rural challenge: digital tools  :

led innovations in agricultur... Competitive and resilient... for nutrient management
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